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Worship Schedule 

January 2014  
*TIME CHANGE* 

 
Sunday, January 5 

Elstad  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

Highland Prairie 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, January 12 
Elstad  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

Highland Prairie 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 
Sunday, January 19 

Elstad  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

Highland Prairie 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

*Annual Meeting @ Elstad 

 

Sunday, January 26 
Elstad  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

Highland Prairie 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

*Annual Meeting @ HP 

 
 

 

 

 

Ponderings from the Parsonage... 

LIVING ABUNDANTLY AND JOYFULLY 

On January 12 our focus will be on the Wedding at Cana, a classic Epiphany 

story, found only in the Gospel of John, Chapter 2. 

As the Gospel of John tells the story, this is Jesus’ first miracle and with it “he 

revealed his glory and his disciples believed in him” (v.11).  Does it surprise you 

that Jesus, the champion of the poor and the outcast, reveals his glory with 

such abundance? In this opening story there are no signs of the poor or the sick 

seeking a healing touch. Those stories will come later.  With Jesus’ first miracle 

the message is abundance and joy. 

Weddings in ancient Israel were huge celebrations, most lasting nearly a week. 

What does it say about Jesus and his kingdom that he would first reveal himself 

with such abundance, turning about 150 gallons of water into an incredibly fine 

wine just when the guests would expect the cheap jug wine?    

Joy and abundance are marks of discipleship, even in the midst of a suffering 

world. Does your life reflect that joy and abundance?  

A few things to consider as you anticipate this gospel story: The passage be-

gins, “On the third day there was a wedding…” (v.1) This is not an accidental 

reference. Already the John is pointing us to Easter and Jesus’ resurrection on 

the third day. The early church often used the example of a wedding feast to 

talk about Jesus’ relationship with the church.  As the groom makes a promise 

with a bride, Jesus makes a promise with the church. He does this on the third 

day, inviting his people into the abundant kingdom of God, here and now. Think 

about Jesus’ relationship with the church is like a marriage promise that in-

cludes living joyfully and abundantly as kingdom people here and now. 

Consider the conversation between Jesus and his mother. (vs.3-5)  Jesus is ab-

rupt with his mother, and appears impatient.   We will find that this conversa-

tion is pretty common between Jesus and his mother, Mary. It shows us that 

while Jesus is fully God, he is also fully human. In this wedding at Cana Mary is 

calling her son to get with it, to get on with his calling as the Son of God. Jesus 

at first acts like it is not yet time for that.  Jesus reminds Mary that his time had 

not yet come.  But in this first miracle, actions speak louder than words.  In the 

end, mother gets her way!  And Jesus’ message of abundance and joy begins to 

play out in actions. 

Pastor Dan 



Elstad Prayer Partners: 

Wasn’t the WELCA meeting of December one to remember for a long time?  Another round of thanks 

goes to the servers and those who decorated to make it look like a real Christmas Tea, which it 

was.  And now, being real women of steel, decorated with colorful loveliness and purposes, we step bold-

ly into the year of 2014.  The new presiding bishop of the ELCA, the Reverend Elizabeth Eaton, claims to 

having found her “bold” and all WELCA members are encouraged to do so as well.  It is unlikely that we 

will rise to her level of leadership but we all are able to rise to the callings we have been challenged by 

the Holy Spirit to do.  With the help and guidance of this Spirit we can do marvelous things in our little 

corner of the world.  Here is a quotation from the office of the WELCA.  “Boldness comes in many 

forms.  Some boldness is firm and quiet.  Some is bright and loud.  Find your bold, live it out and cele-

brate it with women of many generations.”  2014 is a time to celebrate your bold as we encourage one 

another to live as disciples of Jesus. 

There will be no WELCA meeting in the month of January. 

There is still time to sign up for the 2014 prayer part-

nership.  If you so desire to be a part of this worthy 

event let an officer know so you can be included. 

Elstad Circle Meeting 

*The Esther circle will meet on January 10, 9:30 

a.m. at the home of Diane Haight. 

Annual Meetings 

Elstad: Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 19th 

Highland Prairie: Annual Meeting Sunday, January 26th 

Pot luck will be after church before the annual meeting. 

Attention Confirmation Students & Mentors: 

Beginning January 8, 2014 Confirmation Wor-

ship @ 7:00 p.m. at Highland Prairie 

We are still in need of mentors for confirma-

tion students also beginning on January 8th. 

 

Widowed, Divorced or Permanently Separated can receive help  
"Coping with Life Alone" 

If you would like someone from Beginning Experience Rochester to speak with your congregation, 

please contact us by calling 507-261-8248 or emailing beminnesota@gmail.com or visit www.­

beminnesota.­org 

 

You can also contact Kay Wold for any further information @ (507) 467-2113 or (515) 320-3865 

mailto:beminnesota@gmail.com
http://www.beminnesota.org/
http://www.beminnesota.org/


JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
AND ANNIVERSARIES! 

*All Birthdays & Anniversaries are listed according to the information I have. If you see an error please 
contact me. highlandprairie_elstad@ymail.com         Thank You! 

 
Happy Birthday!! 

1~ Darrellyn Barrett 

2~ John Smith 

4~ Michelle Rein 

5~ Melissa Engelby 

6~ Sandy Kiel 

7~ Angel Bakke 

8~ Mark Dahl 

9~ Nathan Bakke 

10~ Philip Dragvold 

~ Nancy Rustad 

~ Sawyer James 

11~ Rebecca Lombard 

12~ Kaye Dahl 

13~ Steve Chiglo 

~ Joshua Dahl 

~ Daniel Sjarpe 

~ Tyler Berg 

~ Darren Stockton 

14~ Michelle Ryan 

~ Colton Horning 

 

15~ Carolyn Smith 

~ Kasten Klug 

16~Irving  Abrahamson 

~ David Bakke 

~ Owen Dammen 

17~ Jennifer Nepstad 

~ Stacy Mensink 

~ Shane Jacobson 

~ Lucas Redalen 

18~ Barb Lee 

~ Brenda Chiglo 

~ Peter Stensgard 

~ Ann Hoiland 

19~ Robert Lawstuen 

21~ Courtney Nelson 

23~ Merwood Storhoff 

~ Katherine Chiglo 

~ James Bearbower 

~ August Mention 

24~ Martha Stensgard 

~ Deborah Mensink 

 

 

25~ Ellen Feine 

~ Sarah Freese 

~ Paula Howe 

27~ Eleanor Peterson 

~ Michael Oian 

~ Dave Lawstuen 

29~ Freda Kiel 

30~ Jason Dahl 

31~ Richard Lombard 

 

 

Happy Anniversary!! 

7~ Dan & Erika Lind 

15~ Jerry & Julie 

 Dragvold 

28~ David & Sue  

 Larson 

 

 

 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

              1 Bulletin  

Deadline 

 

2 3 4 

5Elstad Worship 
9:00 a.m.          
SS @ 10:00 a.m. 

HP Worship @ 
10:30 a.m.         
SS @ 9:30 a.m. 

6 7 8 Bulletin 

Deadline 

Confirmation 

Worship @ 

7:00 p.m. 

9 10 
Esther Circle 

9:30 a.m. @ 

Diane Haight’s 

home 

11 

12 Elstad Wor-
ship 9:00 a.m.          
SS @ 10:00 a.m. 

HP Worship @ 
10:30 a.m.         
SS @ 9:30 a.m. 

13 14 15 Bulletin 

Deadline 

Confirmation 

Worship @ 

7:00 p.m. 

16 17 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

18 

19  Elstad Wor-
ship 9:00 a.m.          
SS @ 10:00 a.m. 

HP Worship @ 
10:30 a.m.         
SS @ 9:30 a.m. 

20 21 22 Bulletin 

Deadline 

Confirmation 

Worship @ 

7:00 p.m. 

23 24 25 

26  Elstad Wor-
ship 9:00 a.m.          
SS @ 10:00 a.m. 

HP Worship @ 
10:30 a.m.         
SS @ 9:30 a.m. 

27 28 29  Bulletin 

Deadline 

Confirmation 

Worship @ 

7:00 p.m. 

30 31  
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Newsletter 

Elstad Acolyte/Reader 

Sunday, January 5, 2014 

Acolyte: Kody Bearbower 

Reader: Peter Holm 

 

Sunday, January 12, 2014 

Reader: John Overland 

 

Sunday, January 19, 2014 

Acolyte: Caleb Gravos 

Reader: Gene Topness 

 

Sunday, January 26, 2014 

Reader: Lori Bakke 

 

Ushers:   

 

HP Acolytes/Readers/Greeters 

Sunday, January 5, 2014 

Acolytes:  Paula Howe, Avalon Jacobson 

Readers:  Paula Howe, Norma Halverson 

Greeters:  Gordon & Arlene Johnson 

 

Sunday, January 12, 2014 

Acolytes:  Avalon Jacobson, Collen Dahle 

Readers:  Avalon Jacobson, Glen Kopperud 

Greeters:  Sharon & Paul Ehler 

 

Sunday, January 19, 2014 

Acolytes:  Collen Dahle, Peyton Hoiness 

Readers:  Collen Dahle, Sharon Ehler 

Greeters:  Jerry & Shannon Kopperud 

 

Sunday, January 26, 2014 

Acolytes:  Peyton Hoiness, Chealsy Eide 

Readers:  Peyton Hoiness, Arlene Johnson 

Greeters:  Glen & Karen Bakken 


