
OCTOBER

   Office Hours 
Pr. Jackie: by appointment. 

Courtney Lee: by appointment. 
Please call or email to schedule a time.

A MESSAGE FROM THE EHP PARISH OFFICE
                                                                                                               ADMINISTRATOR COURTNEY LEE
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Highland 
Prairie 
Sunday 
Worship 
10:30am

Pastor: Rev. Jackie Short ~ (507) 517-0769 ~pastor.highlandprairie.elstad@ gmail.com
Parish Administrator: Courtney Lee 

Parish Office: (507) 864-2731 ~ elstadhighlandprairieparish@gmail.com

 2026

Two Churches, One Faith Rooted Together: Elstad–Highland Prairie Parish

Elstad 
Sunday 
Worship 
9:00 am

Happy October!
There is something special about this time of year. The leaves are changing, the air is getting

cooler, and our churches are once again buzzing with activity. As I look at everything
happening throughout our parish, I’m reminded of just how blessed we are to have so many

people willing to share their time, talents, and gifts.
Our fall ministries are in full swing! Confirmation is beginning another year, our youth are
getting involved in service opportunities, Contemporary Worship and HeBrew’s Café are

bringing us together in new ways, and we have plenty of opportunities ahead for worship,
fellowship, service, and—of course—some fun!

October will be a busy month, so I encourage you to look through this newsletter, mark your
calendars, and find a way to join us. 

One of the things I love most about our parish is seeing people from both Elstad and Highland
Prairie come together. We may worship in two buildings, but we are one parish and one church

family. Events like our combined services, youth activities, fellowship gatherings, and Fall
Festival give us wonderful opportunities to strengthen those connections.

~Courtney Lee, Parish Administrator
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PASTORS CORNER

  Greetings, I have been  busy living in the Abundance of God’s Grace!!
“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of
everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.”
—2 Corinthians 9:8
     October is here !! With it comes all the wonderful busyness of fall! There is something special about this
time of year: the changing leaves, crisp mornings, pumpkins and harvest, and the familiar rhythm of our church
ministries starting up again. As I look ahead to this month, I am reminded of Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians.
God’s grace is abundant. God provides what we need, and God calls us to share that abundance with others.
Sometimes that abundance looks like a meal shared around a table. Sometimes it looks like a child learning a
Bible story, a confirmation student asking a good question, a quilt being made for someone who needs it, or a
group of people showing up simply because they know they are needed.
There is a LOT happening this fall!  I am especially excited about our Ride Your Tractor to Church! Whether
you come by tractor, car, hayride, or simply on your own two feet, we hope you will join us for an afternoon of
fun,food, fellowship and community.
     Highland Prairies Community Fall Festival on October 25 is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a family
day together! We will have games, food, trunk-or-treat, an outdoor market, hayrides and this year, we are adding
a little extra fun a live auction that both congregations have an opportunity to donate items to raise money to
support each of our congregations. 
    Sunday School and Confirmation are underway again. I love seeing our church filled with the energy,
laughter of our young people. They remind me that the church is not simply something we have inherited—it is
something we are building together for the future.
     Our youth will have the opportunity to participate in the Synod-wide youth event, gathering with other
young people from across the synod to worship, learn, serve and grow together. WE will also have an
opportunities to look beyond ourselves. Cardboard Box City will help us learn more about homelessness and
support the work of SEMCAC with our neighbors who are experiencing housing insecurity. 
    So, as we move into another busy month, I invite you to notice the abundance around you. Notice the people
God has placed in your life. Notice the gifts you have been given. Notice the opportunities to serve. Notice the
ways God is already at work. And then,  perhaps most importantly, share that abundance with others!
    God’s grace was never meant to be kept in a corner or saved for a rainy day. God’s grace spills over. It fills
us, strengthens us, and sends us out into the world to share what we have received. There is room for everyone
in God’s work. 

There is a place for your gifts, your time, your ideas, your laughter and your willingness to be present.
Come. Join us. Bring a friend. Bring your tractor. Bring your questions. Bring your gifts.

Blessings,
Pr. Jackie Short



Parish Happenings
Birthdays

7: Ian & Marcasia Short
9:  Chase & Kirsten Bakke
13: Mike & Andrea Pepin
16: John & Kathy Abrahamson
17: Josh & Kristi Rein
25: Hale & Julissa Stensgaard 
27: Don & Melissa Paulson,
Mitchell & Nicole Paulson

Anniversaries
1: Charles Semmen,
Danette Grimsrud-Walsh
2: Olive Peterson, Sylvia
Passow
3: Jensyn Storhoff,
Michael Fox
6: Valerie Howe
7:Alyssa Berg
9:Beth Smith, Amy
Jacobson
12: Amber Arends, Carol
Fogal
13: Mary Carlson, Garion
Bedney, Jayde Butler,
Carsen Nelson
15:Cathy Bakke, Creighton
Hoiness, Dominic Humble

17:Brandon Rustad
18: Larry Topness
20: Joyce Dahl
23: Sharon Howe, Don
Paulson
24: Mila Topness, Erik
Nelson, Courtney
Gravos-Hahn
25: Melody Paulson
27: Tyler Knutson
29: Karen Mierau
31:Adam Woxland,
Hayden Stensgard
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We love to celebrate with you, if we 
have  missed somebody’s Birthday

or Anniversary, please email the
church office so we can add  them

to the list! 

Beth Storhoff, Cora Olson, Donna Boyum,
Sylvia Passow, Tiffany Humble, Hudson Lee,

Tim Johnson, Diane Haight, Glen Bakken,
Laura Dahl, Barb Lee as well as for all who are

ill, suffering or in need of prayers. 
 

In our Prayers



Parish Continued...
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Hi everyone! It’s time to start thinking about our Fall Festival-Live Auction, and we’re
looking for some creative, fun, and maybe even slightly ridiculous gift baskets to get

those bidding wars started!  Mitch Paulson will be our auctioneer and if you've ever seen
him live then you know we're in for a great time! All proceeds from the Auction will go

toward supporting our churches ministries. Be sure to indicate which church you would
like the proceeds from your basket to go to.  You can make a basket yourself, team up
with friends or family, or ask a local business to donate an item or gift certificate. The

more creative, the better!
And remember, you don’t have to create an entire basket. Gift certificates, homemade

goodies, services, experiences, individual items and business donations are all welcome!
Think outside the basket, too! A car detailing, lawn service, homemade pie every month,

babysitting, baked goods, photography session, cabin weekend, dinner for a family, or
other unique experience could make for a fantastic auction item.

If you’d like to donate a basket or auction item, please let
 Kate Gellersen know by Oct. 23rd.

Let’s fill the auction table with things people want to bid on—and maybe create a few
friendly bidding wars along the way!  Thank you for helping make our Fall Festival a

success and for supporting our churches ministries!

Reserve your vendor space today

FALL FESTJoin us for a fun fall festival!

CAL
LING ALL VENDORS

NO Table Fee•
vendors keep all

proceeds from their
sales

Contact Pastor Jackie 507-
517-0769 or Chellsey Lind

507-450-6862 to reserve your
space!



~

Confirmation Parents!!! Be sure to check your email and sign up to bring a meal for
confirmation. Confirmation starts October 7th!  We hope the kids are getting excited!  

Parish you can help too!  If you would like to help feed the youth you can supply a meal, or
help fill our freezers with frozen pizzas.  

October 7 @ 6:30 pm : Confirmation Starts!!! We will meet  at Highland Prairie

October 25: Confirmation Sunday 

Confirmation 
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Small Group Guides: We will need adults to help lead small-group
conversations with our confirmation students. These are

opportunities to ask questions, talk about faith, and help students
connect what they are learning to real life. No teaching degree

required just a willingness to listen and share! We are looking for 3-5

Help Needed!!

Mark 
your

 Calendar

10/15: Regional Youth Event @ Highland Prairie
10/15: Cardboard Box City  @ Highland Prairie 4pm  
10/25: Fall Festival & Trunk or Treating 12 @ HP
10/25: Corn Maze 7-10 

 

OCTOBER~ Parish  & Community~ ~ Fall Youth Activites ~

BUCKETS OF BLESSINGS
Keep those Blessings Comming!!

Our Buckets of Blessings are still filling, and every little bit continues to make a difference!
If you have a bucket at home, keep it going! Toss in your spare change, an extra dollar or two,

or an intentional gift whenever you can. When your bucket is full, simply bring it back to
church and empty it into the large Buckets of Blessings pail up front—then take your bucket

home and start filling it again!





Contact 
Pr. Jackie to 
sign up or 
for more  
information.
(507) 517-
0769 
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 Elstad
Sunday Morning Worship at 9

The Leah Circle will meet on October 8   at 2pm at Park Lane. We use the bible
study is from “The Gather” magazine, all are welcomed to join. Reach out to Carol

Dixon for more information if interested in joining. 

th

Elizabeth Circle meets at 8:45 AM at Park Lane Contact  Lori Bakke  for more information .

The Esther Circle will meet at 9:30 on October 9  at the Haight Home. Reach
out to Ruth Abrahamson for more information if interested in joining. 

th
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Hosted by your
monthly serving

commitee

 Elstad WELCA

October
Carol & John Overland
Brenda & Mike Chiglo
Colin & Emily Bakke

Ilene Peterson

Hosted by your
monthly serving

commitee

November
Michelle & John Rein
Erik & Kallee Nelson

Aimee & Byron Rodger
Chase & Kirsten Bakke



September 
HP: 12:00 pm @ HP

October Council Meetings @ Elstad
Highland Prairie: 

Sunday, October 11th 12:00 pm

Feed My Neighbors Ministry

Coffee & Fellowship

Join Us for Fellowship!
Join us at 9am and enjoy some fellowship before worship! We’re

trying something a little different and will be gathering at
Hebrews every 3rd Sunday of the month.

Grab a cup of coffee, visit with friends, and enjoy some time
together before heading to church. It’s a simple way to slow
down, catch up, and strengthen the connections within our

church family.
Everyone is welcome—we’d love to have you join us!

Committee Meetings: 
Worship: 1  Tuesday of the Month @ 6:30pmst

Education: 2  Tuesday of the Month @
5:30pm

nd

QUILTING &
 POTLUCK   

   OCTOBER 13TH 
         AT       

    9:30AM 

WELCA Bible Study 
October 7th @

 1:30pm 
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 Highland Prairie
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30

Sometimes a warm meal is more than food—it’s a reminder that someone cares.
If you know someone in our community who could benefit from a meal, please reach out

to Mary Gudmundson or Pr. Jackie. Our Feed Our Neighbors Ministry is here to offer a
helping hand, a caring heart, and a meal when it’s needed.

If you know someone who could use a little extra care, let us know!



 Highland Prairie
Continued
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Highland Prairie Council Report September 13, 2026

Highland Prairie Lutheran Church Council Meeting
September 13, 2026
President Val Howe called the meeting to order at 1:15 pm
Council Members present were Robert Anfinson, Kristi Gudmundson, Mary Gudmundson, Val Howe, Courtney Lee,
Chellsey Lind,
and Mike Pepin. Josh Dahl, Amy Jacobson, and Mitch Paulson were absent.
Devotions were given at the Parish Council meeting. A quorum was determined, and a motion to approve the agenda as
presented
was made by Chellsey Lind, Mary Gudmundson seconded. Motion carried.
Congregation members wishing to address the council. None
Treasurer’s Report was given by Courtney Lee for August. The Month-to-date information provided was income of
$4,271.00,
expenses of $8,974.00; Expenses exceeded income by $4,703.00. A motion to approve the report was made by Chellsey
Lind, Kristi Gudmundson seconded. Motion carried.
President’s Report – Given at the Parish meeting.
Pastor’s Report – Given at the Parish meeting.
Correspondence – Directory
Committee Reports: Church Committee – Furnace inspection pending by Kingsley’s. Looking for programmable
thermostats.
Grounds Committee – Log cabin roof needed. Lawn care nearing the end of season.
Worship Committee – Third Sunday Contemporary service to include fellowship coffee hour to be held in Hebrews,
Paula helping with music.
Youth &amp; Education Committee – Sunday school will be held the last Sunday of the month following church with
lunch.
Makers &amp; Meals will continue at the Rushford Library the second Saturday of the month. Confirmation begins in
October.
WELCA – October Thank Offering and pancake breakfast the first Sunday. Will make and serve the Harvest Fest meal.
Endowment Committee – None
Old Business – Temple talks – Financial-Courtney Lee, Worship-Nancy Rustad, Log Cabin-Mary Gudmundson, and
Advertising-Mike
Pepin will be presented at upcoming Worship service and need to be shared in newsletter.
Church rolls need to be updated – draft of letter in progress, will be followed up on and sent to Council.
Constitution update needed – meeting to be September 19 th .
New Business – Repair List updated
Bids for snowplowing, to include complete removal and salting when necessary to be due by October 15 th .
Reflections
The Secretary’s report was read and a motion to approve as read was made by Mike Pepin, Robert Anfinson seconded.
Motion carried.
A motion to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer 2:40 was made by Kristi Gudmundson, Chellsey Lind seconded. Motion
carried.
Respectfully submitted.
Mary Gudmundson
Next Meeting October 11 th , 12:30 at Elstad following joint worship for Ride Your Tractor to Church Day. Will need
someone to take minutes.
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EHP Parish  Council Report September 13, 2026

13

The meeting was called to order at 12:35 p.m. by Highland Prairie President Val Howe.
Council Members Kathy Abrahamson, Jennifer Nepstad, Morgan Knutson, Gene Topness, Tanya
Wolfs, Robert Anfinson, Kristi Gudmundson, Mary Gudmundson, Val Howe, Courtney Lee, Chellsey
Lind, and Mike Pepin were present. Matt Nelson, Trent Eide, Josh Dahl, Amy Jacobson, Mitch
Paulson were absent.
A quorum was determined and a motion to approve the agenda as presented was made by Morgan
Knutson, Chellsey Lind seconded. Motion carried.
Devotions were given Pastor Jackie Short.
Congregation members wishing to address the Council: None
Presidents’ Reports – Gene Topness shared Elstad’s successful garage sale. Howe updated Highland
Prairie Council info with Sunday School going to be the last Sunday of the month, Harvest Fest
October 25 th , Tractor Ride to Elstad for joint worship on October 11 th , 10:30 worship.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Jackie Short shared pastoral care needs and the beginning of new educational
year.
Youth – Site for Synod wide youth event followed by card board box city Oct 15th, ecumenical youth
doing a community
service day and visit to corn maze, today is kick off day for with a kickball tournament. Looking for
ideas for youth
fundraisers.
Correspondence – None
Old Business: Council retreat update on committees on 3 goals. Forty acres contract – corn stalk
clarification. Contract
states it must be in compliance with Fillmore County. Discussion to update the language of the
contract for the next
year with more specific use of organic matter instructions indicating replenishment of soil.
New Business: Shared Fundraising ideas – a few ideas presented, such as a chili contest and feed and
live auction at HP
Fall Fest, funds to be shared.
The Secretary’s report was read and a motion to approve as read was made by Kathy Abrahamson,
Kristi Gudmundson
seconded. Motion carried.
A motion to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer was made at 1:10 p.m. by Chellsey Lind, Mike Pepin
seconded. Motion
carried.
Next Elstad-Highland Prairie Parish meeting will be at 5:30 pm on Sunday, Nov 8 th 5:30, at Elstad.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Gudmundson
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Elstad Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, September 13, 2026
Highland Prairie Lutheran Church

The meeting was called to order by President Gene Topness at 11:41 a.m.

Roll call: Council members present were Gene Topness, Kathy Abrahamson,
Jennifer Nepstad, Morgan Knutson, and Tanya Wolfs. Pastor Jackie Short was also
present. Matt Nelson and Trent Eide were absent. A Quorum was called.

The agenda was reviewed. A motion to approve the agenda was made by Morgan
Knutson, seconded by Kathy Abrahamson. Motion carried.

Congregation members present to address the council: None
Pastor’s report: No additional report at this time.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report was reviewed by the council. Morgan
Knutson made a motion to approve, seconded by Tanya Wolfs. Motion carried.
Report will be placed on file and audited at a later date.

President’s report: 

Correspondence received: None
Old business:

Gene updated the council on the following projects:
The bell tower was sealed so it should be good for quite a long time. We are
still waiting on the 50-year certified warranty for the roof shingles.
Light fixtures in the church basement were replaced by Ed Miller.
Dirt pile in the church yard - Matt Nelson is going to smooth it over and level
it out. After that is done, grass seed will be applied.

New business:
Garage sale fundraiser Sept. 11-12 recap:

$702 in food sales
$3,165 in garage sale items

Morgan brought up the subject of updating/creating job descriptions for church
committees or positions people volunteer for, so volunteers know what they’re
signing up for.
Pastor Jackie noted Elstad needs to update the bylaws/constitution.

The secretary's report was given. Motion to approve was made by Jennifer
Nepstad, seconded by Kathy Abrahamson. Motion carried. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Gene Topness, seconded by Tanya
Wolfs. Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

Next council meeting is at Elstad on Sunday, November 8 at 6:30 p.m.

Submitted by: Tanya Wolfs, Council Secretary

Elstad  Council Report September 13, 2026
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October 2026
Newsletter

Elstad Acolytes/Readers/Greeters
Highland Prairie Acolytes/Readers/Greeters

Sunday,October 4, 2026
Acolyte: 
Readers: Val Howe
Greeters: Kay Dahl
Communion: Sharon Boyum
Ushers: Brody Gellersen, Val Gudmundson
Sunday, October 11, 2026
Acolyte: 
Readers: Bobbie Hillary, 
Greeters: Brode Vickerman 
Communion:Kate Gellersen
Ushers: Josef Pettit, Ken Bakkum
Sunday, October 18, 2026
Acolytes: 
Readers: Arlene Johnson 
Greeters: Martha Stensgard
Communion: Bobbie Hillary
Ushers: Sharon Boyum, Chellsey Lind
Sunday, October 25, 2026
Acolytes: Dominic Humble
Readers: Joseph Pettit
Greeters: Jeff Short
Communion: Mike Pepin
Ushers: Mike Pepin, Mary Gudmundson 16

 
Sunday, October 4, 2026
Acolyte: Nolan Eide
Readers: Carolyn Smith,  Norah Eide
Greeters: Christopher & Shelby Nelson
Ushers: Shelly Nelson, Jeff Short
Sunday, October11, 2026
Acolyte: 
Readers: Carol Dixon, 
Greeters: Maverick & Quinn Nelson
Ushers: Shelly Nelson, Jeff Short
Sunday, October18, 2026
Acolyte: Mason Wolfs
Readers: Pat Schwarting, Mason Wolfs
Greeters John & Carol Overland
Ushers: Shelly Nelson, Jeff Short
Sunday, October25, 2026
Acolyte: 
Readers: Lori Bakke, 
Greeters: Lori Bakke
Ushers: Shelly Nelson, Jeff Short

Elstad~ Highland Prairie Lutheran
Parish 43267 Bowl Drive
Peterson, Mn, 55962                                     
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