
 

 

Elstad ~ Highland Prairie Lutheran Parish 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

~ February 2016 ~ 
Interim Pastor, Pastor Marie AK Anderson                                                      

Email: marieannka@aol.com 

Church Phone: (507) 864-2731 
Lisa Chiglo, Parish Secretary/Administrator                                                         

Home: (507) 864-2086 Cell: (507) 459-5450 Email: highlandprairie_elstad@ymail.com 

Worship Schedule                                                             
February 2016  

 

Sunday, February 7 th                        
8:30 a.m. Elstad                         

9:30 a.m. Sunday school                           
10:30 a.m.  Highland Prairie  

 

Ash Wednesday, February 10th                    
5:00 p.m. Elstad 

7:00 p.m. Highland Prairie 
 

Sunday, January 14th                 
8:30 a.m. Elstad                         

9:30 a.m. Sunday school                           
10:30 a.m.  Highland Prairie 

                                                                  
Wednesday, February 17th                   

Soup Supper starts 6:15                  
Worship at 7 p.m. @ Elstad 

 

Sunday, January 21th                     
8:30 a.m. Elstad                         

9:30 a.m. Sunday school                           
10:30 a.m.  Highland Prairie                                                   

                                               
Wednesday, February 24th                  

Soup Supper starts 6:15                                     
Worship 7 p.m. @ HP 

                                                   
Sunday, January 28th 

8:30 a.m. Elstad                         
9:30 a.m. Sunday school                           

10:30 a.m.  Highland Prairie                      

 

“Call Committee” 

We are currently looking for people who are willing to serve on the 

“Call Committee” if you are interested please contact Pastor Marie. 

Prayer Corner 
Scriptures tell us to pray without ceasing. Let’s be known 
as a praying congregation. Please keep Eric Johnson, Don 
Anderson, Ashley Bergen, Lila Jameson, Dagny Anderson, 
Jim Wangen, Jennifer Lee, Cathy Bakke, Allene Haugstad, 

LeRoy Johnson, Estyn Skalla and all who are ill                                                  
or in need of your prayers. 

~Worship Time Change~ 

Beginning Sunday February 7th                                                  

Elstad at 8:30 a.m.                                                                                        

Sunday school 9:30 a.m.                                                           

Highland Prairie 10:30 a.m. 

Root River Conference Gathering for Congregations 
 

February 14, 2016 
 

Lutheran Campus Center 
Located at 451 Huff Street Winona MN 
parking on the street or at Central Lutheran 

 
2:00 Refreshments served 
2:30 Program begins 
 
Each congregation may send 6 representatives—park on the     
street or down the block at Central Lutheran 
 

Address:  451 Huff St. Winona, MN 55987  
Phone:    (507) 452-8316 

https://search.yahoo.com/local/s;_ylt=A0LEV70Ve6JWEG0Ab5oPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByMjB0aG5zBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDBHNlYwNzYw--?p=Lutheran+Campus+Ministry&addr=Winona%2CMN&listingid=24364927&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-001&fr=yhs-mozilla-002


 

 

 

Why do we “do” Lent? 

 

 

Some background: 

First of all, Lent is not in the Bible.  There is nowhere in the whole Bible that Christians are instructed to 
“do” Lent.  So Lent is something that people dreamed up.  And people dreamed it up about 230 years 
after the first Easter.   

 

Christians who wanted to be extra especially ready for Easter morning began to observe a time of fasting 
and confession for 40 hours prior to Easter morning. This practice became so meaningful for early 
Christians that they stretched out the fast of preparation and repentance to the entire week prior to 
Easter.  During that week of preparation they also remembered and gathered to worship on the signifi-
cant days that lead up to Easter:  Thursday when Jesus celebrated the first Holy Communion with his 
disciples and was later betrayed to the authorities, Friday when he was crucified, and Saturday to wait in 
anticipation of Jesus triumph over death.   

 

Lent, the time of repentance and preparation, was established by the church and officially set to last 40 
days in the year 325.  In the time between then and now, Lent has been kept in many ways.  At one time 
in history it was the time of education and preparation for new Christians, who were baptized and wel-
comed into church membership at the Saturday before Easter worship.  Through many periods of time, 
Lent was kept by giving up many of the usual things in life such as; sweets, meat and entertainment.  
This was done to encourage people to remember what Jesus had given up; his life for humanity.  

 

If you are doing the math, you have noticed that there are 46 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter.  
Sundays are not included in Lent.  They are always considered days of celebration, remembering that 
Jesus did indeed conquer death for us.  (Most people who have given up something for Lent do so on 
Sunday also.)   

 

Through all the years Lent has been observed, repentance has been a key feature.  Christians have al-
ways used these weeks to focus on our human failures and our need for the forgiveness, which Jesus’ 
death and Easter Resurrection bring to our lives.  

 

Now the answer: 

We do Lent each year to remember; all Jesus has done for us and all we have not done for Jesus and 
each other.  This year as you do Lent, please remember, Words Without Actions Are Not Really 
Repentance. True repentance contains both the words  

“I’m sorry and a deliberate change of behavior.” 

 

Shalom Pastor Marie 



 

 

THANK YOU! 

A BIG THANK YOU to Sharon Boyum, our “flower girl” at Highland Prairie.  Sharon is responsible for the 
flowers, arrangements and plants that beautify our church, inside and outside.  We appreciate Sharon for 
providing and caring for the lovely florals and greenery decorating our facility and grounds. 

 

HIGHLAND PRAIRIE TO DO LIST 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
A list of cleaning and maintenance projects that need to be completed is on the table in the narthex.                     
These can be done by anyone at any time.   Please find a job that you would like to do individually, as a                  
couple, family or group.  Initial and date it on the list when it is completed.  Thank you.  

ELSTAD WELCA MINUTES 

DECEMBER 6, 2015 
 

 

President Carol Overland opened the meeting in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Correspondence was read from the family of Alice Topness and from Deb Topness.   The Sunshine                                 
committee reported sending several cards.  Also a sympathy card was sent to Lucille Ask as her sister and 
niece passed away. 

Old Business: 

Carol reported the donations to the Lutheran World Relief.  We had 24 quilts, 78 packages of soap, 17 school 
kits, 12 layettes and 21 health kits.  Carol thanked everyone who donated. 

Also a thank you was extended to all who decorated, to group 1 for serving refreshments after the cantata 
and for group 2 who served the funeral for Merwood Storhoff. 

Carol then installed the new officers for 2016.  The serving committees will be same as last year.   

Glee Clausen thanked for the gift of yarn to assist in making prayer shawls.   Thrivent donated funds for                  
purchasing the yarn. 

New Business: 

The sign up sheet for the 2016 prayer partners was passed around.  Also a reminder was given for hats, 
gloves and mittens to be placed under the tree. 

After a program of  readings and singing Christmas carols, a lot of excitement was displayed as the prayer 
partners for 2015 were discovered. 

We closed with praying the Lords Prayer 

A thank you was given to Shelly Nelson, Deb Topness, Carol Dybing, Fern Brewster and Ruth Abrahamson 
for serving a delicious brunch for our Christmas Tea. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Soland, Secretary 



 

 

Elstad Quilters 

 

February brings about another season of quilting for LWR and any seniors graduating from LHS this 
spring. 

Volunteers are always more than welcome at these “working hands” times.  Much of the hard work has 
been done already. 

The tops come ready for measuring, pinning, fitting, tying and admiration (!!).  There is a place for every 
level of being helpful. 

If you can’t sew,  if you can’t pin, if you can’t measure, if you can’t tie knots come for the coffee.  If you 
don’t like coffee come for the conversation. 

If you don’t like conversation adult coloring books are now the great happening thing (The Esther circle 
is now into coloring.) 

If you don’t like coloring the Bible study on Philippians in the Gather magazine is always a good read. 

Date and time will be announced as soon as scheduled.  Consider it for an afternoon of adventure in cold      
February. 

Hope to see you then and there if at all possible.  

Elstad ~ Highland Prairie Pictorial Directory 

 

Elstad and Highland Prairie are producing an updated pictorial family 

album!  At this time, it looks like the dates will be Tuesday, March 

15th, at Elstad and Thursday - Saturday, March 3rd-5th at 

HP.  Weekday hours will be 2-9 p.m. and Saturday will be 9 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m.  You will be able to schedule your photo session at either church and hopefully one of 

those four days will work for everyone.   There is no cost to have your portraits taken, and 

you will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and directory for participating. At your                           

session you will be able to view your images electronically and have the opportunity to                         

purchase additional portraits to share with family & friends.  Watch for more information 

and instructions for signing up.  We look forward to seeing you!  Immediate questions?                                          

Elstad Contact Vicky Topness                                                                                                 

email: vtopness@hotmail.com or (507)429-0522 
 

Highland Prairie Contact Ann Meldahl                                                                                         

email: lmeldahl@acegroup.cc or (507)875-2535 



 

 

RENEW! on February  28 
By Rev. Emily Carson 

The Southeastern Minnesota Synod is committed to providing leadership development opportunities for the 
lay and rostered leaders of this synod. RENEW! is coming up on February 28 at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Owatonna. This interactive gathering will take place from 2-5PM and is open to everyone in the synod. Bish-
op Delzer hopes that at least four congregational members from every context will attend. 

This year’s theme is “Nurturing a Culture of Healthy Leadership.” About this topic Bishop Delzer shares, “I’ve 
been a pastor and leader in the church for 40 years, and for 40 years I have loved it. And I want other pastors 
and rostered leaders and lay leaders to love it as much as I have. That’s why I am so committed to the goal 
that was lifted up in our recent feasibility study: To develop leaders who feel supported, who are growing 
spiritually, and who are serving effectively in their contexts.” His hope is that RENEW! provides a life-giving 
opportunity to support and equip the leaders of this synod. 

This annual event was formerly known as Councils as Leaders. In order to convey the openness of this event 
to ALL leaders in the synod, it has been renamed RENEW!. Church council members, committee members, 
worship leaders, musicians, personnel team members, pastors, and family ministry professionals are all in-
vited and welcome to attend! 

Two of the event’s planners and Office of the Bishop team members, Rev. Pete Reuss and Mary Kay DuChene, 
share the following event summary for use in congregational bulletins: Do you have an intentional culture of 
developing and maintaining healthy leaders in your church? What does healthy leadership look like? Come to 
this year’s RENEW! event to consider these questions and walk away with a completed healthy leader audit 
of your congregation and an action plan to take positive steps toward the same. 

In addition to an opening word with Bishop Delzer, event participants will also be able to choose from four 
different workshops including: 

¶ Resilient Pastor, Resilient Congregation. Presented by Terri Endres, Portico 
¶ Council as Ministry Partner. Presented by Rev. Kristi Mitchell, Grace Lutheran, Waseca 
¶ Setting Healthy Expectations and Boundaries. Presented by Rev. Patrick Patterson, Christ the King, Mankato 
¶ Gratitude as a Spiritual Practice and Healthy Culture Habit. Presented by Rev. Shelley Cunningham, Zumbro, 
Rochester 
Thank you for spreading the word about this engaging opportunity to develop the leaders of our Southeast-

ern Minnesota Synod! To find out more, visit http://semnsynod.org/renew. 

http://semnsynod.org/renew


 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND                           
ANNIVERSARIES!                                                         

All Birthdays & Anniversaries are listed according to the information on file. If you see an error please contact….  
Lisa Chiglo ~ Email: highlandprairie_elstad@ymail.com          

 

14~ Val Gudmundson     

~ Kristen Peterson                        

~ Soren Eisner                            

15~ Michael Halverson 

~ Emily Johnson                       

~ Michael Rein                                

20~ Gerald Hallum    

21~ Truman Dahl                      

~ Wayne Finnegan                     

~ Sandra Kenney                              

~ Erick James                    

~ Ryan Maschka                        

22~ Brandon Sjarpe                         

~ Kenna Gudmundson 

23~ Ann Meldahl                      

~ Linda Hundorf                          

25~ Richard Gullickson 

~ Michelle James                   

27~ Dorothy Evenson 

28~ Sharyl Bergen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9~ Lyle & Ann Meldahl  

16~ Randy & Kari Drinkall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1~ Gudrun Storhoff                                        

~ Glenn Thomas                                              

~ Noah Carlson                               

~ Brady Stensgard                                          

2~ Jeff Mueller                                     

3~ Carol Sjarpe                                         

~ Paul Ryan                                                     

~ Trent Eide                                                                                             

4~ Megan Fox                                          

~ Kaylee Peterson                                       

6~ John Stadtmueller           

7~ Murton Boyum                         

~ Andy Ask                                               

~ Delane Horning                                   

8~ Nina Richardson                                          

9~ Allan Skalet                                      

~ Robert Knutson                             

~ Andrew Howe                                        

~ Courtney Dahl                               

~ Cooper Hovland                                                               

10~ Patty Olson                                                          

13~ David Markegard  

 



 

 

Elstad ~ Highland Prairie Lutheran Parish                        

Visit our websites até                                                       

elstadlutheranchurch.org                                             

highlandprairielutheranchurch.org 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3                                
HP-WELCA 12:30 
at Burdey’s  

Confirmation 

6:30 @ Elstad 

                                         

4 

EL-Elizabeth 

circle 6:30 at 

Park Lane  

5 6 

7                                         
%,-ψȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ        
33ɀ ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ                
(0ɀ ρπȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ 

  

8 9 10 WELCA quilt-
ing/projects/potluck                                         
Ash Wednesday           

EL-  5:00 p.m.                                     

HP-  7:00 p.m.                                                                     

Bulletin Deadline 

11 
  

 

12 13 

14 
%,-ψȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ        
33ɀ ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ                
(0ɀ ρπȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ 

2ÏÏÔ 2ÉÖÅÒ                 
#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 

15 16 17 

Lent Service @  

Elstad 7:00 p.m. 

Soup supper  starts 

6:15 p.m. 

                                              

18 19 

 

                                       

Newsletter                       

Deadline 

20 

21 
%,-ψȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ        
33ɀ ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ                
(0ɀ ρπȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ 

22 

 

23 

 

 

 

24                            
Lent Service @                      

HP 7:00 p.m.                                     

Soup supper  starts 

6:15 p.m.                                             

  
 Bulletin Deadline 

 

25 26 

 

27 

28  
%,-ψȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ        
33ɀ ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ                
(0ɀ ρπȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ 

29   
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highlandprairielutheranchurch.org  
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Elstad                                                                                 

Acolyte/Reader/Ushers  

 

Sunday, February 7, 2016  

Reader:  Carolyn Smith  

Wednesday, February 10, 2016  

Worship at 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday, February 14, 2016  

Reader: Vicky Topness  

Wednesday, February 17, 2016  

Worship at 7:00 p.m.  

Sunday, February 21, 2016  

Acolyte: Alison Freese                                             

Readers: Alison Freese, Lori Bakke  

Sunday, January 24, 2016  

Reader:  Tom Dybing  

Wednesday, February 28, 2016  

Reader:  Gene Topness  

 

Ushers:  Mike Chiglo, Tom Smith, Philip                          

Abrahamson, John Abrahamson, Mike Ask                                                                                                     

 

 Highland Prairie                                                           

Acolytes/Readers/Greeters  

Sunday, February 7, 2016  

Acolytes:  Trenten Chiglo, Brady Stensgard  

Readers:    Trenten Chiglo, Sharon Ehler  

Greeters:  Gordon & Arlene Johnson  

                                                                                                    

Wednesday,  February 10, 2016  

Worship at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Sunday, February 14, 2016  

Acolytes: Brady Stensgard, Paula Howe  

Readers:   Brady Stensgard, Scott Bestul  

Greeters:  Lyle & Ann Meldahl  

 

Sunday, February 21,  2016  

Acolytes:  Paula Howe, Hans Lind  

Readers:    Paula Howe, Arlene Johnson  

Greeters:  Sharon & Paul Ehler  
 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016  

Worship at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Sunday, February 28, 2016                                                           

Acolytes:  Hans Lind, Jonah Sievers  

Readers:    Hans Lind, David Larson  

Greeters:  Doug Lind Family  

2016 


