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Pastor Jackie will typically be in the office on Wednesdays 8-4 p.m. 
Lisa will be in the office on Wednesdays from 5-6 p.m. 

Please feel free to call or email to set up a time to connect.

A note from Pr. Corinne from the Lutheran
Campus Ministry Center:  Thank you! This
is a huge help! I’ve been carrying armfuls
to and fro and have felt so scattered. This

will help streamline things and give my
arms and back some relief, too! I can’t

thank you all enough. The easel will also be
a tool of hospitality in helping people find

us.    This is no small thing! 

November Office Hours

Thank you Aimee for sharing your
raffle winnings with the Sunday

School !

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO MADE OUR FIRST

CARDBOARD BOX CITY A HUGE SUCCESS!!
~ EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED THE KIDS
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 
~ KYLE FOR THE AWESOME BOXES

~ RLC PRAISE TEAM FOR THE AWESOME CONCERT

~ KRISTI & KATE FOR THE YUMMY SOUP 

E L S T A D  H I G H L A N D  P R A I R I E  L U T H E R A N  P A R I S H

NOVEMBER 
Pastor, Jackie Short ~ Phone (507) 517-0769 ~ Email: pastor.highlandprairie.elstad@gmail.com                    

Lisa Chiglo, Parish Secretary/Administrator ~  Church Office Phone: (507) 864-2731 
Email: elstadhighlandprairieparish@gmail.com

Thank you to everyone who
donated Silent Auction items for

the Fueled by Faith SXS
Fundraiser at Elstad

The Silent Auction raised $700 !



          a note from the pastor

GREETINGS FRIENDS, 

  IN 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18, PAUL ENCOURAGES US WITH A POWERFUL

CALL: “REJOICE ALWAYS, PRAY WITHOUT CEASING, GIVE THANKS IN ALL

CIRCUMSTANCES; FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS FOR YOU.”

WHAT A PROFOUND AND CHALLENGING DIRECTIVE! THESE VERSES SPEAK TO

THE ESSENCE OF A LIFE ROOTED IN FAITH, TRUST, AND CONNECTION WITH

GOD, REGARDLESS OF OUR EXTERNAL CIRCUMSTANCES.

TO "REJOICE ALWAYS" DOES NOT MEAN TO IGNORE THE HARDSHIPS OR

PRETEND THAT LIFE IS ALWAYS EASY. INSTEAD, IT INVITES US TO FIND JOY IN

THE UNCHANGING TRUTH OF GOD’S PRESENCE, EVEN IN CHALLENGING

SEASONS. OUR REJOICING BECOMES A DECLARATION THAT OUR

CIRCUMSTANCES DO NOT DEFINE US—GOD’S LOVE, PROMISES, AND HOPE DO.

"PRAY WITHOUT CEASING" CALLS US INTO AN ONGOING, CONVERSATIONAL

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. THIS ISN’T ABOUT FORMAL PRAYERS OR SPECIFIC

WORDS, BUT RATHER THE HABIT OF INVITING GOD INTO EACH MOMENT OF

OUR LIVES. OUR PRAYERS CAN BE AS SIMPLE AS A QUICK "THANK YOU" OR

"HELP ME, LORD." CONSTANT PRAYER IS AN OPEN DOOR TO GOD’S PRESENCE

THAT KEEPS US CONNECTED AND REMINDS US WE’RE NEVER ALONE.

FINALLY, “GIVE THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES” IS PERHAPS THE MOST

CHALLENGING COMMAND. GOD DOES NOT ASK US TO BE THANKFUL FOR ALL

THINGS BUT IN ALL THINGS. GRATITUDE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY SHIFTS

OUR FOCUS FROM WHAT WE LACK TO THE BLESSINGS WE MAY OVERLOOK,

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO PEACE AND CONTENTMENT IN GOD’S PROVISION.

AS WE APPROACH EACH DAY WITH THIS MINDSET, LET’S COMMIT TO LIVING

OUT THESE WORDS. MAY WE FIND JOY THAT OUTLASTS OUR TROUBLES,

PRAYER THAT KEEPS US CLOSE TO GOD, AND GRATITUDE THAT FILLS US WITH

PEACE. THIS IS GOD’S WILL FOR US, AND IT’S A BEAUTIFUL WAY TO REFLECT

HIS LOVE AND HOPE TO THE WORLD.

IN CHRIST'S LOVE,

   PR. JACKIE



ATTENTION: 
WE WILL NOT HAVE A THANKSGIVING EVE

SERVICE THIS YEAR. PR. JACKIE ENCOURAGES
EVERYONE TO ATTEND ONE OF THE COMMUNITY

SERVICES IN THE AREA. 

Sunday, November 10, 2024
Host Church, Elstad

5:30 p.m. ~ Highland Prairie
council

6:30 p.m. ~ Parish council 
7:30 p.m. ~ Elstad council

Elstad Worship @ 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School: during worship

Highland Prairie Worship @10:30
Sunday School @ 9:30 a.m.

 Book Study 
Meeting day has changed to Monday

6-6:30 
snacks & chat

6:30-7:30  
Book Study 

Meet @
Highland Prairie
3rd Monday of

the month 

Meet @
Elstad 

1st Monday of
the month 

November 18
December 16

November 4
December 2 

Face our fears with a bias of hope

Examine our fears in light of the facts 

Attack our anxieties with action 

Release our cares to God

There is still time to join us.
Read the first four chapters

of the book and come to
our next meeting on

November 4th @ Elstad 

November Council Meetings 

Together In Faith
PARISH NEWS

UPDATE FROM YOUR CHURCH OFFICE:

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING TO

UPDATE OUR CHURCH WINDOWS

PROGRAM; THEREFORE, WE ARE ALSO

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THIS

OPPORTUNITY TO UPDATE OUR MEMBER

INFORMATION. IF YOU WOULD SO

KINDLY SEND AN EMAIL TO THE CHURCH

OFFICE WITH YOUR CURRENT EMAIL

ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, AND

UPDATED MAILING ADDRESS THAT

WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED.

ALSO, INCUDE YOUR NAME IN TH EMAIL.

Practice will be on Sundays at  

!



THE CAREFUL AND RESPONSIBLE MANAGEMENT OF 

SOMETHING ENTRUSTED TO ONE'S CARE 

Stewardship

Be sure to come 
support them!

Cookie Party 

~ Cookie Sheet
~ Hot Pad 
~ Spatula

~ Cookie Cutters
~ Cookie Mix

~ Frosting
~ Sprinkles  

Pick up the
Supplies and

put them in the
basket or

donate $10 and
we will do the
shopping for

you !

November Ministry Focus 
 

November’s 

Ministry Focus 
 will be ...

Cookie Party!!
We will be gathering the

supplies to create a cookie
party to go!

Most items can be found at
the dollar store. 

Each “Party” costs about $10
to assemble. 

You can help by purchasing
items and adding them to the

basket at church or 
 make donation and we will
do the shopping for you !

 

 

THE JOY OF GIVING

GIVING IS MORE THAN JUST A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION—IT’S AN EXPRESSION

OF OUR FAITH, OUR TRUST IN GOD, AND OUR LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER. EACH

TIME WE GIVE, WE PARTICIPATE IN GOD’S WORK, SUPPORTING MINISTRIES THAT

MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND SHARING CHRIST’S LOVE WITH THE WORLD.

IN 2 CORINTHIANS 9:11, WE’RE REMINDED THAT “YOU WILL BE ENRICHED IN

EVERY WAY SO THAT YOU CAN BE GENEROUS ON EVERY OCCASION, AND

THROUGH US YOUR GENEROSITY WILL RESULT IN THANKSGIVING TO GOD.” AS A

CHURCH, OUR GENEROSITY SHINES GOD’S LIGHT INTO OUR COMMUNITY,

SHOWING HIS LOVE IN REAL AND POWERFUL WAYS.

WHETHER LARGE OR SMALL, EVERY GIFT MATTERS. THANK YOU FOR BEING A

PART OF THIS COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND FOR YOUR FAITHFUL GENEROSITY.

TOGETHER, WE’RE BUILDING SOMETHING TRULY LASTING IN GOD’S KINGDOM.
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 Community Events

 

MORE INFO:
cpr@peytonwalker.org

717-695-1917
www.huddleforhearts.og

The Beat Goes On Tour
CPR/AED

20 STATES 20 CLASSES
Each class is 2 hours long and free for anyone! 

Join Bill on an extraordinary journey across the
nation as he brings vital CPR training to 20 states
in just 20 days! Get ready to learn, engage, and

empower your community with life-saving skills
on the Beat Goes On Tour. Whether you're a first-
timer or a seasoned pro, this tour is your chance

to make a difference and help turn bystanders
into responders. Don't miss out on this heart-

pumping adventure of education and
empowerment! 

           Saturday November 16
             @ 2:00 pm at Elstad 

There will be a signup sheet on the Ushers table at each
church. Class will be held on 

 Saturday November 16 @ 2:00 at Elstad 
 You do not need to be a member of Elstad or Highland

Prairie in order to attend. Invite a friend!

https://huddleforhearts.org/
https://huddleforhearts.org/
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WE CONTINUE TO HAVE A GREAT GROUP OF KIDS ATTEND

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGULARLY. WE ARE SO BLESSED TO HAVE

THE SUPPORT OF OUR FAMILIES! RECENTLY, AIMEE RODGER

DONATED HER WINNINGS FROM THE “FUELED BY FAITH” RAFFLE

TO THE ELSTAD SUNDAY SCHOOL. THE KIDS HAVE DECIDED TO

HAVE A HOT COCOA PARTY AND DONATE THE REST TO CHARITY.

WE ARE LOOKING AT OPTIONS TO HELP FAMILIES IN NEED. WE

WANT TO SEND A HUGE THANK YOU TO AIMEE! I ALSO WANT TO

SAY HOW PROUD OF OUR KIDS I AM. THEY THOUGHT OF OTHERS

BEFORE THEY REQUESTED SOMETHING FUN FOR THEMSELVES.

THANK YOU ALL FOR TEACHING BY EXAMPLE WITH LOVE AND

GENEROSITY. YOU HAVE A HUGE IMPACT ON OUR CHILDREN.

WE HAVE BEEN BUSY, BUSY WITH THE YOUTH AT HIGHLAND PRAIRIE CHURCH.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CONFIRMATION ARE IN FULL SWING. WE WOULD LIKE TO

THATNK GRACE PLACE FOR THEIR DONATION TO OUR KIDS’ CORNER. THE

YOUTH HELPED WITH THE PANCAKE BREAKFAST WITH DONATIONS GING TO

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF. THE YOUTH AND THEIR FRIENDS AND A COUPLE OF

ADULTS DID A CARDBOARD BOX CITY CAMP OUT AT HP AND WE WERE IN AWE

OF OUR YOUTH AND ADULTS WHO RAISED $1600 FOR THE HOMELESS WITH

MONEY GOING TO SEMCAC. MONTHLY MOVIE AND BIBLE STUDY ON THE 3RD AT

6:00 P.M. ARE BEING PLANNED AT HIGHLAND PRAIRIE AND ELSTAD. ALL YOUTH

HANDS ON DECK HELPING WITH THE HIGHLAND PRAIRIE FALL FEST WITH

DINNER, KIDS GAMES, CRAFTS, AND TRUNK-OR-TREAT. YOU GOT TO LOVE AND

BE PROUD TO WTCH OUR YOUTH BEING SERVANTS OF GOD. IN NOVEMBER WE

ARE PLANNING A PJ’S SUNDAY AND WE ENCOUGRE THE ADULTS TO JOIN. WE

ARE ALSO STARTING TO PLAN FOR ALL GENERATIONAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH. PLEASE KEE THE YOUTH IN YOUR

PRAYERS AND PRAISE THEM FOR THEM BEING GODS’ SERVANTS.

HIGHLAND PRAIRIE BOARD OF EDUCATION



NOVEMBER

Nov. 6:   Class @ HP
Nov. 13: Class @ HP
Nov. 20: Class @HP
Nov. 27:  No Class 
Happy Thanksgiving 
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   The purpose of Confirmation is to provide
our students with tools that will guide and
support them as they continue their Faith
Journey and prepare to affirm their
Baptismal promises. There are three areas
that we focus on, Worship, Education and
Service. Our first service night included
making tie blanket to donate to the
Warming House in Winona, preparing for
the Fall Festival kids activities  &  meal. 
Remind your students to bring thier BIBLE
to class each week!!

We will meet for Confirmation 
 at Highland Prairie 

Meal at 6:30 
Class 7-8pm

December 15th 

ELF
Nov. 17th 

Remember 
the

TITANS

3RD SUNDAY 
OF THE MONTH 

@ 6PM IN THE 
YOUTH ROOM @ HP

Monthly Movie & Bible Study

7-12 grade

SIGN UP:  SHEET 

ON 

THE BACK TABLE 
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December 15th 

ELF

Nov. 17th 
Remember 

the
TITANS

3RD SUNDAY 
OF THE MONTH 

@ 6PM IN THE 
YOUTH ROOM @ HP

Monthly Movie & Bible Study

7-12 grade



   WELCA Bake Sale
      Saturday, November 30th ~ 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Lanesboro Community Center
The Elstad WELCA will be hosting a bake sale at the   
Holiday Craft Show at the Lanesboro Community
Center 
 We need workers to help that day & people who are
willing to share their baking talents with us.
 Contact Carolyn Smith or Ruth Abrahamson for
more information or questions.                                                                      

ELSTAD OCTOBER BUDGET        $8407.00

RECEIVED OCTOBER                    $6043.00

UNDER FOR OCTOBER                 $2364.00

ELSTAD BUDGET YTD                   $75633.00

RECEVED YTD                                $51748.00

UNDER YTD                                    $23915.00

Highland Prairie:

HP-WELCA Bake SALE
Friday, November 22nd 

10:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Event will be held at sterling

drug in Rushford 
Please come to get some

homemade bake goods and
support your

Highland Prairie WELCA! 

Elstad Ministry Updates 

Lutheran World Relief Update:
We were able to pack

27 - school kits
12 - quilts

7 - personal care kits

Mabel Floral is offering Red Poinsettias

for Christmas at $16.50. Sign-up sheet

is on the usher’s table. Deadline to

order is Sunday, December 8th. They

will be delivered by December 15th.

Thank you!

NOVEMBER is the 2nd annual month of the
year to encourage contributions to world

hunger. Any donation can be made and placed
in the offering plate.



   WELCA Bake Sale
      Saturday, November 30th ~ 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Lanesboro Community Center
The Elstad WELCA will be hosting a bake sale
at the Holiday Craft Show  at the Lanesboro

Community Center 
 We need workers to help that day & people
who are wil l ing to share their baking talents

with us.
 Contact Carolyn Smith or Ruth Abrahamson 
      for more information or questions.                



HIGHLAND PRAIRIE OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING REPORT  

HIGHLAND PRAIRIE FINANCIALS FOR SEPTEMBER 2024

YTD INCOME-------------------------------------$  66,424

YTD EXPENSES---------------------------------$   73,939

EXPENSES EXCEED INCOME--------------$    7,697

YTD BUDGET------------------------------------$   83,628

YTD INCOME------------------------------------ $   66,424

YTD UNDER--------------------------------------$   17,386

HIGHLAND PRAIRIE CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. by President Kyle Chiglo
Council Members present were Robert Anfinson, Karen Bakken, Kyle Chiglo, Kristi Gudmundson, Mary Gudmundson,
Val Howe, and David Markegard. Mike Pepin and Steve Howe were absent.
Devotions were given by Val Howe. A quorum was determined, and a motion to approve the agenda was made by David
Markegard. Amy Jacobson seconded. Mation carried.
No congregational members were present.
The Treasurer’s Report was given by Karen Bakken. The year-to-date information was income of $66,242.00, expenses
of $73,939.00; expenses exceed income by $7,697.00. A motion to approve as presented was made by Val Howe, Kristi
Gudmundson seconded. Motion carried.
President’s Report: None
Pastor’s Report was a short rundown of monthly events.
Correspondence shared
Committee Reports:
Church - basement lightbulbs, outside water spigot, Sunday school room heat, trophies
Grounds - water leak repaired; park water will be turned off by November 1st.
Worship - Thanksgiving Eve service 
Youth & Education - Children's area in entry and fellowship hall have been set up, Spark curriculum is being used for
Pre-school - 6th grade. Teachers are Chellsey Lind preschool - 1st, Val Howe 2-4 grade, Andrea Pepin 5-6 grade, Kyle
Chiglo 7-12 grades. Assistants/subs are Amy Jacobson, Steph Dahl, Zowie Short, and Emily Reiman. 
Old Business:

Memorial Bench for cemetery/chapel has been installed
Church windows computer program update - current computers will not accept current version of Church windows,
further investigation is ongoing.

New Business:
Vice President position - As per the church constitution C12.01, a position is declared vacant when four successive
meetings have been missed without cause. Options will be explored at the next meeting. 
Luther Campus Ministry has lost their building due to fire. Amy Jacobson moved to make a donation when we gather
more information as to their specific needs, Val Howe seconded. Motion carried.  
Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service has low attendance, and Pastor has another commitment this year, Kyle Chiglo
made the motion to forego service this year, Karen Bakken seconded. Motion carried.

The Secretary’s report was read and a motion to approve was made by Val Howe, David Markegard seconded. Motion
carried.
A motion to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer at 1:55 p.m. was made by Kristi Gudmundson, Robert Anfinson seconded.
Motion carried. 
Respectfully submitted by Mary Gudmundson

Next Meeting is November 10th, 5:30 p.m. at Elstad.



 6 ~ David & Cindy Howe
6 ~ Corey & Nicole Woxland

23 ~ John & Christine Knutson
26 ~ Michael & Jill Halverson
27 ~ Gary & Nancy Rustad

1: Jennifer Dahl, Tiffany Humble,                                   
Sadie Neigum
2: Kenny Bakkum, Amelia Dohlman, Miley
Knutson, Kelsie Woxland  
3: Darlys Storhoff
4: Sylvia Markegard, Doug Lind, Rick
Sjarpe, Shelly Stensgard 
5: Scott Bestul, Nolan Short, Derek
Grimsrud, William Maschka
6: Kaye Eiken, Ann Dolalie, 
Andrew Larson, 
9: Tim Dahl, Seth Dahl, MacKenzie James   
10: Becky Lind   
11: Randy Drinkall,   
13: Phil Dybing, Crystal Soppa, 
Ashlee Pontillo, Cody Ryan, Mason Wolfs 
15: Finn Christian
17: Jerry Dahl, Dana DeGeorge
18: Hudson Lee  

We love to celebrate with you, 
if we have missed somebody’s

Birthday or Anniversary 
please email the church office

 so we can add them to the list! 

19: Trina Overland, Adam Daniels, 
James McHan, Sarah Wangen, Katie
Hackbarth, Daryl Eisner, Grant DeGeorge
20: Melanie Przybylski, Kyle Lawstuen
21: Eric Howe,    
22: Gordon Claussen, Kenneth Sjarpe,
Peyton Hoiness, Caden Johnson, 
Tucker Smith, 
23: Adam Overland   
24: Taylor Ask   
26: Doris Westby, Rebecca Lawstuen,
Katrina James   
27: Jennifer DeGeorge, Emarie Jacobson
28: Kasey Anderson, Sandy Thomas, 
Elvin Paulson, Aric Stensgard, Kainen Klug  
29: Curtis Gudmundson, Bonnie Wangen,    
30: Ben Ryan   
 



NOVEMBER 
2024

Craft day 
@ Elstad 

9-3



HIGHLAND PRAIRIE
ACOLYTES/READERS/GREETERS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2024
ACOLYTE: HUDSON LEE, HUNTER LEE
READERS: HUDSON LEE, MARY GUDMUNDON 
GREETERS: VAL & MARY GUDMUNDSON  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2024
ACOLYTE: HUNTER LEE, MATHEW GUDMUNDSON

READER: HUNTER LEE, PAULA HOWE  
GREETERS: CHELLSEY LIND & GIRLS 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2024
ACOLYTES: MATHEW GUDMUNDSON, CLARA HOILAND 
READERS: MATHEW GUDMUNDSON, JEFF SHORT 

GREETERS: 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2024
ACOLYTE: CLARA HOILAND, BRODY GELLERSEN 
READERS: BRODY GELLERSEN, MARY GUDMUNDSON 

GREETERS: VAL & MARY GUDMUNDSON 

ELSTAD
ACOLYTES/READERS/USHERS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2024
ACOLYTE:
READERS: ZOWIE SHORT, JEFF SHORT, LORI BAKKE
GREETER: RYLEE & MORGAN NELSON

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2024
ACOLYTE:
READER: MARSHALL RANDALL
GREETERS: CAROL DIXON, CAROL FOGAL

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2024
ACOLYTE: GRANT DANIELS
READER: GRANT DANIELS, TANYA WOLFS, CAROL DIXON

GREETERS: QUINN & MAVRICK NELSON

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2024
ACOLYTE:
READER: CAROLYN SMITH, GENE TOPNESS
GREETERS: GENE & VICKY TOPNESS
USHERS: DICK & DIANE HAIGHT

November 2024
Newsletter


